The Amiri address on the opening of thethird session of the Eleventh

legislative term of the National Assembly
30th, Oct 2007

In the holy name of Allah

"Our Lord, grant usfrom yourself mercy and preparefor usfrom our affair
right guidance" .

Almighty Allah has spoken thetruth.  (Al-Kahf verse 10)

Thanks beto Almighty Allah, and peace and blessings be upon his prophet, His
kin, all hisdisciples and all those whom follow him until the day of final
judgment.

Your Excellency brother speaker of the venerable National Assembly
Esteemed members

Assalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Bar akatuh.

| am pleased, on this day, having been given the honour of delivering the Amiri
addressto congratulate the patriotic Kuwaiti people on the third inaugural
session of the eleventh legislative term of the venerable National Assembly and
to convey my best wishesto the faithful Kuwaiti people. | pray to the Almighty to
grant us successin our endeavoursfor the welfare and prosperity of our country.

It isalso with pleasure on this occasion to expressour warm sentimentsto His
Highness the Crown Prince and convey our highest considerationsto His
Highnessthe Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, praying
to the Almighty to bestow him with plentiful good health and longevity.

Member s and speaker of the venerable National Assembly

Thelegacy of our fathersand forefather s passed down from one generation to
another isa humanitarian and civilized mission inspiring in the development of
our dear country throughout history. Inherent, the belief in the principles of our
religion which lit within us the beacon of freedom and national dignity, itslaws
and the deep rooted values of Shura and democracy. Theresult ismanifested in
the wealth bestowed upon us by the grace of Allah, ther efore we must
appropriately utilize our legacy, let usrally towardsthe desired surge forward.

A country isalarge responsibility not built by fantasies and good wishes, nor isit
based on imposing opinions and tendencies; it does not prosper from pursuing
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personal gainsand interests, it does however require adopting a system which
epitomizes the national consciousness that isawar e of the concepts of the state of
law and institutes in adher ence with the grand oath. Not to comply with it is
disregard for the values and legacies; it exhausts the gains and accomplishments
and for sakes aspirations, oblivious to the scripture: In the holy name of Allah,
Most gracious, Most merciful ** ...and do not dispute and thus lose courage and
then your strength would depart™ Almighty Allah has spoken thetruth. (Al-
Anfal 46)

Speaker and member s of the vener able National Assembly

Asthe gover nment looks forward to a fruitful relationship with your assembly,
in the framework of itsclear interest in driving the momentum of development in
the country and hastens the implementation of essential developmental projects,
it has submitted to your assembly its plan of action for the remainder of the
legislative term. I n observing the implementation of its agenda, the gover nment
isintent on making it applicable in practice; inclusive of instruments to follow
up, appraise and measur e per formance aswell as deter mining the financial,
legislative and humanitarian requirementsto ensur e the accomplishment of its
contents.

The gover nment reaffirmsthe fact that it has devised its agenda in context of the
strategy of the next phase which isbased on" preparing the State of Kuwait with
all its constitutional and civil institutes, its public and private sectorsto proceed
towardsavision of long term national strategy and raise the country to
competitive international levels' adopting the following general objectives and
policies:

1. Establishing arelationship of mutual trust between the gover nment and
the parliament.

2. Handling the dysfunction in the national economy.

3. Developing theinfrastructure and superstructurein sync with the latest
technology.

4. Outlining the vision of a long term national strategy.

Thus, the gover nment work plan consists of a number of chapters, each in
their fields, and each field with itspriorities that were presented in

accor dance with relevant implementation procedures and requirements,
these are:

Chapter one: Foreign affairsand security issues.

Chapter two: Issues of development management and establishing a society
of information and knowledge.

Chapter three: Human development issues.

Chapter four: Issues of developing and diversifying the economic structure.
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Chapter five: Issuesof financial reform and developing therole of the private
sector.

Since the conduct of implementation during the past yearshasrevealed flaws,
the gover nment has began prepar ations to confront these flaws through more
advanced administrative and technical methods and models, drawing from the
experiences of other countriesin finding the appropriate practical solutionsto
issues and similar problems. We hope for your cooperation and support in
attaining the best results (by the will of Allah).

In the gover nment quest to take effective steps towar ds achieving its objectives, it
hasreferred to your venerable assembly recently, a document stating the
principles of government action during the next phase which pertainsto draft
laws that wer e previoudly submitted to your assembly.

In it, the gover nment adhered to the instructions of His Highness the Amir ( may
Allah protect him), it also observed the importance of objectivity and procedural
consider ations surrounding these priorities.

The gover nment hopesthat these priorities are accomplished through serious
and fruitful cooperation with your assembly.

On the same subject, and in implementing the dir ectives of HisHighnessthe
Amir towisely employ the financial surplus at the gover nment's disposal and
invest financial resourcesin the best examined options to ensure wide spread
benefitsfor all citizensat present and in the future; the gover nment has
embarked on examining and preparing all necessary requirementsto establish a
number of giant developmental projects which would drive the sustainable
development process and cover all governoratesin the country. Thisincludesthe
following:

1. Establishing universities, institutes, colleges and specialized schoolsto
accommodate students of both sexes and qualify them in various scientific
and technological fields of specialty.

2. Establishing hospitals and sophisticated health centres specialized in all
fields to provide advanced medical servicesfor citizens.

3. Concentrating on the quick accomplishment of services and
infrastructure projects aswell as developing airports, ports, industrial
areas and new cities complete services.

4. Interpreting the noble Amiri initiative through finding moder n means
that aim to provideresidential areaswith complete infrastructure and
services. The State undertakestheir preparation to meet the accumulated
housing requests and confront the over priced housing costsin an attempt
to provide basic living standar ds for citizens and their families.

Speaker and member s of the National Assembly
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We aredestined to livein a turbulent region with successive grave events, and
dispar ate political trendswhich impose their reality upon on us, along with

inter national developments and their impact of which we are not exempt. All this
in the framewor k of a complicated inter national organization with intertwined
intereststhat intensified due to the advance in information and technology,
increasing the channels of communication and integration between peoples of the
world, while exacer bating events that inflame sentiments whether by smple
observation or deliberate directions and studied planning, eventually infringing
on the stability and security of our country. Thus, we are all required to shoulder
the national responsibility and adhereto itsresolve, working diligently to
maintain our national unity and tackle regional and inter national events
surrounding uswith utmost awar eness so that we are not drawn into uncharted
waters, (may Allah forbid).

Speaker of the venerable National Assembly,
Esteemed members,

Whilediligence is paramount in order to secure the full implementation of the
gover nment's plan of action within a devised framework, positive cooper ation
between the legislative and executive power sisthe trueincentive in epitomizing
this national necessity.

Achieving the greater national aims and objectives can not be obtained merely
by good intentions, they require strong will, deter mination and consolidated
efforts to activate these aspir ations, without which, these objectives cannot be
reached. Therefore, we have pinned our hopes on effective cooper ation between
the gover nment and the assembly to incor por ate the magnitude of responsibility
and sharein the pain and apprehension of the people of Kuwait appreciating the
value of timein the development of a nation.

Cooper ation between both powers concer nsthe people of Kuwait, so much so,
that it has become the focus of many of HisHighness's addresses (may Allah
protect him). The most recent was his address on the last ten days of the holy
month of Ramadan when His Highness asserted that he was " completely
confident that cooperation between the two powersis possible and attainable if
werise above raising damaging issues, being skeptic about intentions and
capabilities and pouncing on the faults of one another."

HisHighness also reiterated hiscall for " the importance of enhancing

cooper ation between both powers, transfor ming this cooper ation into a practice
that would develop the parliamentary action and the political and democratic
processesin our country, while directing our effortsand energy towards building
and developing, rather than consuming time and effort in confrontation and
pointless dialogue.”
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His Highness considered both power sto have " spent sufficient timein dialogue,
discussion and even discord over many laws and legidations which we hoped
would be endor sed to place Kuwait on the map of sustainable development that
other s have attained while we lag behind."

The call for cooperation does not by any means suggest that any of the powers
relinquish their jurisdiction, nor doesit imply confiscating the constitutional
right of member s of the national assembly in applying instruments of monitoring
and grilling; it isa call to halt the exagger ated utilization of these instruments
and the threat of using them, aswell ascommitment to respecting the
constitutional restrictionsin the use of thisright, ensuring the adherenceto the
constitution and inter nal regulations of the national assembly. The cooper ation
required between the two powersisin itself a positive constitutional objective
which does not discredit the assembly, nor doesit increase gover nment
dominance.

Speaker and member s of the vener able National Assembly,

Wearetruly in need of making this cooper ation a national for mula over and
above politics and politicizing, operating under the constitution, laws and fixed
parliamentary conventions. It must become a practical system in establishing
positive and constr uctive dialogue and an advanced democr atic appr oach to
realizing citizens aspirations and achieving the required objectives.

The context of gover nment action in the next phase is based on the firm belief
that conflicting opinions, inter pretations and whatever tension they may entail
are anatural and acceptable issue under parliamentary action and does not call
for concern aslong asit iscarried out in the framework of the constitution, laws
and regulations and is approved by legislations and parliamentary conventions
and traditions as well as attaching importance on public opinion.

While constitutional principlesrequire handling all instruments of constitutional
monitoring; most significantly inter pellations, through cooperation and

coor dination between both powers; the legidative and the executive in

accor dance with specific regulations and procedures ,and in a manner that
would contribute to achieving positive cooper ation between them in the inter est
of the country and its people, the gover nment stresses the necessity of total
commitment of both power sto the constitutional boundaries of each power
without detriment to the rights of members of the national assembly in
practicing their constitutional jurisdictions. Cooper ation between both powers
would bewith the joint under standing of mattersthat require legisative
handling without exagger ated use of the legidative instruments, which is
consider ed meddling in gover nment executive action.
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Speaker and member s of the vener able National Assembly,

Democracy isour choice and course. It isa valuable wealth on which we build
our future, it isthecivilized legacy that we inherited from our fathersand
forefathers and we are keen to maintain it attributing Kuwait with further world
respect, appreciation and confidence.

We all hope and genuinely look forward to a phase of positive and fruitful
parliamentary action between both the legisative and the executive, wher eby the
near and far may sense a promising change and true cooper ation to unify efforts
in all issuesof the national action. L et us crossover to a new phase of

cooper ation between the two power s and shake the dust off past experiences,
baring in mind the danger of the repercussions of negative past experienceson
the future of our youth.

Time has caught up with us and history will not condone us. We have no excuse
for not placing our country in the high rank it isworthy of, and which our
predecessor s paid with their livesto preserve. L et us have sincer e intentions and
unite to achieve our aspirations of progressand prosperity.

Speaker and member s of the vener able National Assembly,

Weareall awarethat we areliving in aworld where barriers have collapsed and
the challenges of development, moder nization and progress ar e profuse, the
responsibilitiesinternal or external are also great. Kuwait haslong been ableto
proveitself able to confront crucial challenges and constantly adheresto itsfixed
national unity and a platform for freedom, justice and democracy which will
never stifle.

Since we are destined to live in aregion prevalent in tension, conflict and
fighting, consolidating our loyalty, sense of belonging, thoughts and practices
remains our source of strength and resolve afortressfor our safety and security.
We have no option but to riseto the responsibility of joint action and cooper ation
for thewelfare of our country.

It isa great mistake not to benefit from previous experiences and learn from past
lessons, it isa misevaluation not to put the wrongsright.

Finally, | pray to Almighty Allah to make our intentions sincere and genuine,
guide usto be dedicated to our work and grant usthe support to reach our
aspirationsin theinterest of our country and enhance its safety and security, its
progress and prosperity under the guidance of His Highness the Amir and His
Highnessthe Crown Prince.

Wassalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Bar akatuh.
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